
Michigan Association of 
Township Supervisors 

 

Registration Policies 

Pre-registration  is highly recommended to allow 
the event planner to schedule meals, handouts and 
meeting space, and to allow us to notify attendees if 
the program is canceled. If faxing your registration 
form, a copy of the form with payment should follow 
within 5 days. If registering after April 3, please add 
$25 to the registration fee. 

Confirmation of registration ����will be sent if you 
are registered more than four business days before 
the program and provide an email address. 

Cancellation  must be made in writing at least five 
business days before the program to receive a refund. 
No refunds within five business days of the program. 
There is a non-refundable $50 fee. You may transfer 
your registration to another person. No-shows will be 
charged the full amount. 

Registration fee includes  meals, education 
sessions, handouts, receptions and refreshments. 
Transportation and overnight lodging are the 
responsibility of each attendee. 

Special needs:  If you require accommodation for 
diet, a handicap or other special needs, please contact 
the meeting planner at least seven business days 
before the program. We may not be able to 
accommodate special requests on site. 

Please bring a sweater or jacket, as it is 
difficult to adjust the temperature to suit everyone. 

Guests ����attending the educational sessions will be 
charged the full registration fee. The guest 
registration fee includes dinner and the hospitality 
suite on Thursday, and continental breakfast and 
lunch on Friday. No other meals or activities are 
included.  

Questions? 
Judi Lintott, MATS Executive Director, 
4642 Walnut Court, Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
Phone/Fax: 734-572-8776; jlintott@comcast.net 
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Register for 
one program 

or both! 

2008 Education  
Conference 
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We asked our members . . . 

“What’s the most VALUABLE part of 
attending a MATS conference?”  

Here’s what they told us . . . 

Education (at a MATS Conference) is specific 
to supervisors. 

The overall networking is fantastic. 

These meetings are more relaxed because we 
are all supervisors. We have more in common. 

Love the dialogue with just supervisors! 

One-on-one discussions with other supervisors 
and learning from speakers who know our 
issues is right on target. 

We’re able to attend all classes; don’t have to choose 
one over the other. 

Meeting other supervisors; getting information; 
learning about my responsibilities. 

Meeting with other supervisors and discussing issues 
in a “safe” environment. 

MATS conferences get us thinking in different 
directions. They present controversial issues in a 
new way, not just what we want to hear, but what 
we need to hear. 

Staying in contact with other supervisors and 
reviewing different ideas. 

Great to meet with old and new 
members! Love the mentoring 
environment. 

Networking. Great opportunity to listen 
to other supervisors and their concerns 
and problems – and solutions! 

An abundance of good information; 
good food & great conversation! 
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Every Township Supervisor seeking re-election 
should attend this half-day program. Whether 
you’ve been in office for years or if this is your 
first election after being appointed to fill an 
unexpired term, you will take home valuable 
advice to help you run a more effective campaign. 
You will learn how to develop a campaign plan 
and new ways to reach out to constituent groups. 
Presenters will outline creative strategies to 
engage the media and put your spin on articles. 
You will be reminded about the laws and 
limitations regarding campaign finance and will 
receive valuable tips for raising the funds to pay 
for your re-election. 

Cost: �� �$55 MATS members; $85 non-
members. Cost includes box lunch. 

How to register:  Please use the 
registration form in this brochure. Register 
by April 3 to avoid the $25 late fee. 

Agenda: 

11:30 am-Noon Check-in & pick up box lunch 

Noon-5:00 pm 

Developing Your Campaign Plan 
– Dan Pero, President, American Justice 

Partnership 

Targeting Your Audience and 
Effective Use of the Media 
– Denise DeCook, Vice President of Public 

Affairs, Marketing Research Group 

Campaign Finance and Fundraising 
– Bob LaBrant, Senior Vice President,  

Michigan State Chamber of Commerce 

5:00 pm Adjourn 

6:00-10:00 pm  For those who are also registered to 
attend the MATS 2008 Spring Education Conference 
on Friday 4/11, the Re-Election Strategies Workshop 
will be followed by an evening of networking. 
(Dinner sponsored by Miller Canfield, followed by 
MATS Hospitality Suite) 

MATS 2008 Spring Education Conference 
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As the professional association for 
Michigan’s Township Supervisors, 
MATS is committed to offering 
educational and networking opportunities 
that are specifically geared to meet the 

ongoing needs of both urban and rural township 
supervisors. Learn more at www.MATSupervisors.com. 

Combined with Thursday’s pre-conference workshop, the 
2008 MATS Spring Education Conference will provide 
you with valuable strategies to get re-elected, and will 
offer tips and tricks to guide you in your role as chief 
assessing officer as you prepare for the State’s 14-point 
review. You won’t want to miss the session on the Cable 
Franchise Act, when you’ll have a chance to ask the 
MPSC “What’s going on?” 

Our keynote session with Center for Michigan President 
Phil Power will help us focus on Michigan’s exciting, 
encouraging future. Take this opportunity to play a role in 
developing the strategy to move Michigan forward! 

We’ve also built in plenty of casual networking time. 
Some of the most valuable information you’ll take home 
will come from sharing ideas with other Supervisors and 
chatting with our sponsors. You’ll have opportunities to 
discuss ideas and concerns with peers and share solutions 
and strategies.  

Plus, pick the brains of some of Michigan’s top 
municipal attorneys! The Welcoming Dinner is 
sponsored by Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, PLLC, 
and will be followed by a laid-back evening of networking 
hosted by the MATS Board. 

Thursday, April 10, 6-10 pm 
6:00 pm Welcoming Dinner hosted by Miller, 

Canfield, Paddock & Stone, PLLC 

8:30 pm MATS Hospitality Suite 

�  Please check the box on the registration form if 
you plan to attend the Welcoming Dinner & 
Hospitality Suite on Thursday evening. These are 
included in your conference registration fee. 

Friday, April 11,  8 am-4:30 pm 
8:00 am Check-in & Continental Breakfast 

8:30 am Welcome 

Critical Legislative Update from MTA 
Hear how the latest developments in Lansing will 
affect townships. Learn tips to help MATS and MTA 
effectively communicate the township message to 
state legislators. 

David Bertram 
Team Leader/Legislative Liaison,  
Michigan Townships Association 

Cable Franchise Act – Still Big, Still Bad and 
Uglier than Ever 

The Michigan legislature got the cart before the horse 
when it enacted PA 480. Increasingly, the experiences 
of local governments are revealing the problems 
created when monopolies like cable are deregulated 
before the countervailing force of competition ever 
develops. Hear from an advocate who spent much of 
his career on the inside of the big cable companies – 
and now represents municipal interests. Plus, the 
MPSC recently completed a survey of municipalities 
to report to the governor how it’s working after a year. 
Let’s find out if the survey reveals any surprises. 

Jon D. Kreucher 
Attorney, Howard & Howard, PC 

Ryan McAnany 
Analyst, Telecommunications Division, 
Michigan Public Service Commission 

Robin Ancona 
Director, Telecommunications Division, 
Michigan Public Service Commission 

David Bertram 
Team Leader/Legislative Liaison,  
Michigan Townships Association 

12:30 pm Networking Lunch  

Keynote Presentation: 
Our People Speak:  
A Vision for Michigan &  
How to Make it a Reality 
This is “Michigan’s Defining Moment,” and you 
have an opportunity to help create the strategy 
that will lead Michigan toward a more positive 
future. Phil Power, president of the Center for 
Michigan, will describe how the first round of 
his organization’s public engagement campaign 
– Michigan’s Defining Moment – has gathered 
more than 1,500 Michiganders into 96 
Community Conversations in communities all 
over the state. The campaign’s purpose is to 
build, from the bottom up, a vision for a thriving, 
prosperous Michigan and to consider how best to 
make that a reality. You will learn the outcomes 
of the focus group discussions and will have an 
opportunity to share your reactions and 
comments in a structured Q&A format. Then, 
you will be invited to take this initiative into 
your own community, to help your township’s 
residents share their vision for Michigan’s 
future. 

Phil Power 
President & Founder, The Center for Michigan 

Preparing for the State’s 14-Point Review 
of your Assessing Unit 

Since 2002, the State Tax Commission has 
conducted a 14 Point Review of the Assessing 
Unit in 389 randomly selected municipalities. 
Will your township be next? The review 
identifies Statutory and Assessor Manual 
guidelines that are required functions of 
assessment administration. This session will  
give you an overview of what to expect, how  
to prepare and perhaps bring to light any 
deficiencies in your practices. If your township 
has already been reviewed, please share your 
experiences and tips with other attendees. 

Larry Griggs 
District 3 Supervisor,  
Assessment and Certification Division,  
Tax Commission, State of Michigan 

4:30 pm Adjourn 

Additional information is available at 
www.MATSupervisors.com.  
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Lodging –  
Comfort Inn, Mt. Pleasant 
Accommodations are available at the Comfort Inn, 
Mt. Pleasant. Please call the hotel directly at 989-
772-4000 to make your reservations or use the form 
at www.matsupervisors.com. If you pay with a 
township check/credit card and complete the hotel’s 
tax exempt form, you will receive the special rate of 
$65 per night. If you are paying with a personal 
check/credit card, the rate is $80 per night. Rate 
may be higher after April 3. 

Directions 
Directions and a map are available at 
www.mtpcomfortinn.com/location.aspx,  
and will also be sent to you with your registration 
confirmation. 
 
More information about our host community of  
Mt. Pleasant is available on the MATS website at 
www.MATSupervisors.com. 

Join MATS today! 
Take advantage of professional support, networking 
opportunities and continuing education to be a more 
successful and effective township supervisor. 
Learn more at www.MATSupervisors.com. 

2008 Membership Dues: 
Pop. 2,000 or less $20 
Pop. 2,001-5,000 $50 

Pop. 5,001-10,000 $90 
Pop. 10,001-25,000 $150 
Pop. over 25,000 $250 
Business Partnership $350 

 


